CLAIMS 



We Claim: 




1 . A method for communication between a Common Information Model (CIM) 
object manager of a host computer and/a CIM repository, said method comprising: 

creating a connection between /said object manager and said CIM repository; 

passing a protocol indicator fijom said object manager to a repository application 
programming (API), said protocol indicator identifying a protocol by which said CIM 
object manager desires to communicate with said CIM repository; 

creating a protocol-specific object having methods implemented using said 
protocol; and 

returning said protocolyspecific object to said CIM object manager, whereby said 
CIM object manager may communicate with said CIM repository using said protocol. 



2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

invoking a method defined upon said protocol-specific object; 

transmitting /aid method using said protocol over said connection to said CIM 
repository; and 

retuminj/a result to said CIM object manager over said connection using said 
protocol. 



3. TMe method of claim 1 wherein said protocol is LDAP, JDBC, or JAVA. 



4. / The method of claim 1 wherein said CIM repository is resident on said host 
computer. 
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5. The method of claim 1 wherein said CIM repository is resident on a separate 
computer. / 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein said creating a protocol-specific object includes 
calling a JAVA factory class. 

A computer system for /nteracting with a CIM repository database, said system 
comprising: / 

a CIM object manager including a protocol indicator and program code for 
interacting with said CIM depository; and 

a repository application programming interface (repository API) including 

a facto w class arranged to receive said protocol indicator from said object 
manager and produce a protocol-specific object, 

a first class having methods defined thereon implemented in a first 
protocol, and / 

a^econd class having methods defined thereon implemented in a second 
protocol, where/by said protocol-specific object may be returned to said object manager 
for use in interacting with said CIM repository. 

8. The system of claim 7 wherein said CIM object manager is arranged to receive a 
method call from a management application using the protocol identified by said protocol 
indicator. 



19 



SUN1P367/P4132/JOS 




9. The system of claim 7 wherein] said CIM repository is resident on said computer 
system. 



10. The system of claim 7 wherein said computer system and said CIM repository are 
onnected over a network connection implemented in the protocol identified by said 
otocol indicator. 



1 1 . The system of claim 7 ^herein the protocol identified by said protocol indicator is 
LDAP, JDBC or JAVA. 



12. The system of claifii 7 further comprising: 

a plurality of CIM repositories, each repository arranged to communicate with 
said CIM object manager using a different protocol. 



13. The system pf claim 12 wherein each repository is resident on a different 
computer. 



A computer-readable medium comprising computer code for communication 
between a Common Information Model (CIM) object manager of a host computer and a 
CIM reposito/y, said computer code of said computer-readable medium effecting the 
following: 

creating a connection between said object manager and said CIM repository; 

rassing a protocol indicator from said object manager to a repository application 
programming (API), said protocol indicator identifying a protocol by which said CIM 
objec/ manager desires to communicate with said CIM repository; 
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creating a protocol-specific object having methods implemented using said 
protocol; and I 

pl-specific object to said CIM object manager, whereby said 
unmunicate with said CIM repository using said protocol. 

15. The computer-refadable medium of claim 14 further comprising computer code for 
effecting the following j 

invoking a memod defined upon said protocol-specific object; 

transmitting said method using said protocol over said connection to said CIM 
repository; and / 

returning a Result to said CIM object manager over said connection using said 
protocol. / 

16. The coiriputer-readable medium of claim 14 wherein said protocol is LDAP, 
JDBC or JAVA. 

17. The computer-readable medium of claim 14 wherein said creating a protocol- 
specific object includes 

calMng a JAVA factory class. 




returning said protoc 
^^CIM object manager may « 
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